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Oromia Global Forum (OGF), a global alliance of Oromo civic, professional, and faith-based 

organizations and individual human rights defenders and activists, has been following PM Abiy's 

meteoric rise to power, spectacular fall from grace, and the civil war he triggered.  After the 

humiliating defeat in the war, PM Abiy announced a unilateral ceasefire, seemingly to buy time to 

regroup and replenish the country’s defense assets the Tigray Defense Force (TDF) decimated. 

Currently, the regime and the main architect of the war, the Amhara Regional State government,  

are preparing  for the second round of war against the people of Tigray, and an expanded war 

targeting what the regime often refers to as “Oneg Shane”; a derogatory term it uses to refer to 

Oromo Liberation Army (OLA). 

 

OGF denounces these senseless wars in the strongest possible terms and calls upon all nations and 

nationalities in Ethiopia to say NO to this Abiy’s Prosperity Party- and Amhara extremists-led 

genocidal war.  

 

The civil war in Ethiopia is over an irreconcilable and diametrically   opposite visions for the future 

of Ethiopia.  The PM and his allies are determined to resurrect imperial Ethiopia - an Amhara 

dominated one language and one religion state that caters to the PM's illusion of becoming its 

uncontested emperor (“the 7th King of Ethiopia” he claims God revealed to his mother).  By 

contrast, the nations of Oromia, Benishangul-Gumuz, Sidama, Tigray, Wolaita and many others 

targeted by the regime, and its allies in the ongoing war, are determined to defend their right to 

national self-determination. 

 

The PM Abiy-triggered civil war actually started in Oromia in 2018 where an illegal and 

undeclared martial rule and military command posts, were established and tens of thousands of 

Ethiopian National Defense Force (ENDF) and Special Forces were deployed, purportedly to 

eliminate suspected OLA members and their supporters.   It eventually shifted to Tigray with a 

vengeance, reportedly to degrade Tigray’s military and its organizational capability.  The Amhara 

extremists and PM Abiy premised degrading Tigray would pave the way to march back to Oromia 

with full-frontal assault and reinstate the Amhara imperial ambitions. Emboldened by the policies 

of Abiy’s administration, the Amhara State is currently waging war not only in Tigray, but also in 
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Oromia, the Oromo territories in the Amhara Regional State, and in Metekel targeting the Gumuz 

people. 

 

By the PM’s public admission, the ENDF is losing the war on all fronts, as demonstrated by the 

ongoing massive recruitment drive to replenish the country’s defense forces. The country’s 

economy is in free fall, dangerously spiraling out of control, with inflation hitting 20% in 2020 

from 13% in 2018; the year PM Abiy assumed power. The dream of resuscitating imperial Ethiopia 

and Amhara dominance has failed spectacularly, signaling the most feared, but seemingly 

unavoidable, breaking apart of Imperial Ethiopia that Mr. Abiy and his Amhara elite supporters 

wish to reincarnate. Due to his constituency's rejection of his vision, PM Abiy has fully surrendered 

to Amhara extremists’ whims and dreams; with the Prosperity Party (PP) led federal and regional 

governments supplanting to the Amhara’s imperial ambition. Abiy’s government and that of the 

Amhara Regional State have mobilized regional militia and Special Forces to expand the war in 

Tigray to an all-out civil war. As these ill trained forces are mowed down by the well trained and 

highly motivated Tigray Defense Forces (TDF), local and regional PP offices have begun forced 

mass conscription of the young, including children as young as 12 years old from all over Oromia. 

They are being bused to training camps to prepare them as cannon fodders. 

 

OGF denounces the war against the peoples of Oromia, Tigray and others in the strongest possible 

terms. It also condemns the escalation of the war into an all-out civil war. Furthermore, OGF 

deplores the forced involvement of the Oromo to resuscitate imperial Ethiopia.  

 

Accordingly, OGF calls upon: 

 

To Oromo youth--Qarree and Qeerroo 
United, organized and committed to your nation’s cause, you brought down the tyrannical EPRDF 

government which was armed to its teeth. Unfortunately, the tyrant you dislodged has been 

replaced by a regime far worse than its predecessor; constraining the chance for peaceful resolution 

of political stalemates. This forced many among your ranks to join the Oromo Liberation Army to 

restore the freedom, dignity, and self-governance of the Oromo people.  Today, the government 

led by PM Abiy is forcefully conscripting many of you to become canon fodders in the civil war 

in Oromia and Tigray. OGF calls on each one of you to say NO to Abiy’s and Amhara extremists’ 

war in Oromia, Tigray and other states. The peoples of Oromia, Tigray and others are fighting for 

their freedom, survival, and dignity. You, too, should for your nation, Oromia. OGF calls on you 

to join your brothers and sisters who are fighting for the freedom, survival, and dignity of the 

people of Oromia. 

  

To the Oromia Regional National Transitional Government (ORNTG) 

Two premier Oromo political organizations, OLF and OFC, have established the Oromia Regional 

National Transitional Government. OGF believes the move is not only essential but also 

timely.  Given the fluidity of current events in the Horn of Africa, the ORNTG is needed to protect 

Oromo interest, lead its efforts to establish its freedom, restore its dignity, and direct the Oromo 

people during this dire time.  OGF sincerely hopes you will live up to this monumental expectation 

and, also build a coalition with the historically marginalized nations, nationalities, and peoples in 

Ethiopia.  We call upon you to mobilize and organize our people to defend themselves, and reject 

forceful conscription by the illegitimate government of Abiy Ahmed and his partners in crime.   



3 
 

  

To the Oromo Liberation Army (OLA) 

Any nation that cannot defend itself cannot sustain as a nation. You, the OLA, are the most crucial 

power that protects the interest of the Oromo nation. Your nation is proud of you, and looks to you 

to restore the freedom, dignity, and rights of your nation. The discipline you have exhibited and 

fashioned so far is admirable.  The love and care you get from your people and the services you 

give back are commendable.  You understand the laws of war engagement and value lives, even 

that of your enemies.  Since you are fighting for justice, freedom and human dignity, no force shall 

ever defeat you. We call on the nation of Oromia to stand by you in all your endeavors.  

  

To Oromo elites activists, and the media 

Your role in the Oromo struggle for freedom, dignity and the pursuit of self-determination is 

immense. The time is now for you to put your minds together, to collectively chart, and guide the 

way to restore our collective freedom, dignity, and self-determination as a nation. OGF calls upon 

you all to rise above your differences, show the leadership that is expected of you and lead the 

Oromo into the bright future we all deserve.  

  

  

To Amhara extremists 

Oromo and the historically marginalized nations, nationalities, and peoples in Ethiopia have been 

demanding and fighting for their freedom, dignity, and rights. .  These nations believe in good 

neighborliness as independent sovereign nations, confederations, or federated states. Any attempt 

to corrupt the gains they have registered over the last fifty years, and future aspirations for freedom, 

dignity, and rights will not stand. . Your efforts and campaigns to dehumanize our people and our 

struggle have not produced any positive fruit. It is inconsistent with history to assume such an 

effort will help good neighborliness.  Neither the genocidal war on Tigray, nor the aspiration to 

annex Oromia regions of Shewa, Wollega, Finfinnee etc., nor the call for the annihilation of 

Oromummaa is going to succeed.  Thus, OGF calls upon you to give up your imperial ambitions, 

stop campaigning against our nation’s struggle for freedom, dignity, and the right to self-

determination, and try to forge a better future for your people with their neighbors, including the 

people of Oromia, Gumuz, Qimant, Agawo, Tigray and others. 

  

To Abiy Ahmed 

You were given an immense opportunity to resolve the empire’s perennial political problems when 

you ascended to power. Instead, you chose to flirt with a vain ambition. Your fall from grace is 

primarily your own doing. Each day hastens your political death. OGF calls on you to accept the 

reality on the ground and call off the civil war you have launched in the entire country to lessen 

the burden of millions of people in Ethiopia. Why allow the loss of many more lives when the final 

outcome is already known? 

 

To the International Community 

No ruler of Ethiopia has ever assumed power by free and fair democratic election by the people. 

On the contrary, successive Ethiopian governments always relied for legitimacy on the backing of 

foreign governments and international organizations. In turn, successive Ethiopian governments 

used the economic, diplomatic, and military support obtained from foreign governments and 

international organizations to stay in power and subjugate the peoples in the empire. Thus, it is 
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very essential and detrimental that the international community stand with the nations, nationalities 

and peoples in Ethiopia—not the illegitimate government of Ethiopia. Thus, OGF calls on you to 

respect the wishes of the nations, nationalities and peoples in Ethiopia and help facilitate a truly 

free, fair, and transparent referendum for national self-determination without imposing your 

version of what Ethiopia means and should be. 


