
An Open letter to Aljazeera Stream,

On March 29th 2021, you hosted a show titled “Is Ethiopia hurtling towards all-out ethnic
conflict?” with the guests Awol Allo, Tewodrose Tirfe and Zacharias Zelalem. We want to begin
by acknowledging the weight and significance of Jaal Marro, one of the Oromo Liberation
Army’s (OLA) 4 High Commanders, appearing on an international media platform like AJstream.
We have reached a phase in our freedom struggle where it is necessary that the world
understands the mission, code of conduct and overall operations of the OLA as a pivotal part of
the Oromo nation’s quest for self-determination. We hope that AJStream and the wider
Aljazeera community continue to engage with OLA representatives in future programs and
discussions pertaining to Ethiopia.

With that said, there are a number of consequential concerns that we want to address about the
above show.

● The opening comments by Steven Feldstein framing Ethiopia’s issues from the simplistic
vantage point of “ethnic violence” without any context around historic grievances and
repression of legitimate quests for self-determination, set the scene for the program to
continue with the dangerous assumption that Ethiopia’s problem is those who seek
self-determination.

● There was no engagement with Jaal Marro’s statement which outlined that OLA is not
responsible for the killing of Amhara civilians and that they welcome and encourage an

● There was no engagement with Jaal Marro’s statement which outlined that OLA is not
responsible for the killing of Amhara civilians and that they welcome and encourage an
independent investigation. Instead, the discussion was continued with the assumption
that OLA was responsible for the alleged killings.

● The show was essentially curated around the assumption that the OLA, and the Oromo
struggle’s pursuit of liberation at large, is responsible for the killing of Amhara civilians in
Western Oromia. This reflects a lack of journalistic ethic as those assumptions were
made on the basis of hearsay and not independent investigations.

● There was no effort to correct misinformation stated by Leulesged Kebede that Amhara
civilians are being attacked in Ataye by OLA forces, when it is well documented that the
same Amhara militia engaged in the genocide in Tigray, have also begun targeting an
Oromo minority community in Wollo Province and that the OLA has no presence in that
region.

We encourage you to consider the following rectifying actions:

● Produce future programming that more accurately represents the complex and nuanced
reality on the ground and does not fuel unfounded allegations against any group.

● Provide a correction on the statement that the OLA is to blame for killing of Amhara
civilians in Western Oromia.



Again, we are encouraged by the unprecedented engagement of the OLA in this program and
hope to see this engagement continue. We also understand that reporting on a complex political
context such as that in Ethiopia isn’t easy, but we strongly encourage you to engage our
concerns and rectifying actions, as reporting impacts the real lives of people on the ground.

The undersigned,

Durbartotaa Oromo Michigan

Global Oromo Communities Association (GOCA)

International Oromo Youth Association (IOYA)

Oromia Global Forum* (OGF)

Oromo Protests

Oromo Studies Association (OSA)

Oromo Women’s Association (UK based)

Oromo Youth Association of Michigan

Team Free Oromia

The Network of Oromo Studies (NOS)

Walaboomuu (Complete Liberation) Coalition

*Oromia Global Forum is a global alliance of 46 Oromo civic, professional and faith-based
Organizations


